READER: 


He richeſt Crown, and higheſt glory of a 
| le, is to be Gods Peculiar, related 
in Covenant-nearneſs to. him, dedica- 
ted to his Praiſe, truſted with his 
Word, the only perfect Rule, guided 
N _. in the alone way of Salvation, the 
sls true Religion; Religion ſhining in 
thoſe greater Beauties of Purity, Power, and Unity, ſtill 
that Purity being preſerved moſt tenderly , the Power 
beld up eminently, the Unity maintained entirely, and to 
] baꝛve all due proviſion made for this Crown, and Glory to 
deſcend, and ſettle upon Poſterity for ever. 
To confider how much of the fore- mentioned 
hath dwelt in our Land, together with its gradual declin- 
ing, great decay, almoſt departing; the hopes of Refor- 
mation given, and hei ghtned, but ſoon diſappoin 4 
turned into tears, confaſions, and ſuch vaſt evils, whic 
once let in, have been ſo lengrhened out: Above all, to 
A2 ſeriouſly 


ing, ſettlement 
ane A den cannot but break and bleed des us, 
to ſee Souls more precious than Worlds ( whoſe price 
can never fall lower) to run unwonted higher hazards of 
utter kndoing, 7 numbers among us lace ſetled 


in ignotance,, or improved in deen Pome fixed in 


meer civility and formality ,. any Power of God- 
lineſs, or arrived at very Neutrality, and not a few 
(which we tremble to mention) under fearful A 
-ofdamnableHerefies, vileſt practiſes often alſo attended 
with helliſh bla fene theſe Souls, all their 
e worth, and for ought can be known, poſſibili- 
f{aving, ſhould they not have all endeavour of pul- 

g chem out of the fre; and if b Coven Obs | 
on, and Sacramental-Dedication, ax re Cops i- 
2 Rigbt, ſhonld not his Officers and Stewards, 

theutmoſt to recover them to the King of Glo- 
riesuſe and ſervice? yet theſe poor periſhing ones, as to 
ie : order fot Inſtruction or Reformation, remain 

e 

Ah! that we could not 80. higher to the injuries and 
—— of Religion it ſelf IT, in thoſe b iven to 
damps to the Power, wide 
madein the” e and moſt daring attempts ag Lung 
the Reality, almoſt no Doctrine or pe; 
Rice e 1 vain doubting, yea, impious vilifying and 
decrying; add that further danger of EE 
ion, either of ſhifting wayes and | 
7 and foundation is over - turned, or a, or e 2 
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finful i 
tie Trghy ant Wayes and 
A 
quainted with the — "Op 


Oh that we had trove thei 


we annex, the 
to commers in = — 
home, and in 
mouths, and 


„ enemies 1 f 
difficulties not abaring , and (which far 


[ends ll that cap be C) the moſt nnd olori- 
3 A1 
utteriy 


ous Name of Chriſt ſo b 
likewiſe, when our 2 
- > but like the parient languiſhing, not from utter 
= of 3 want of tians 8 
$ to joyn „ the caſe, and 
cure. For thes thn pre] ors . any 
till che Lord — — from heaven and help + But Bur 
when. all looking, n pities and prayers can 
| 3 little 


lirtle avail, without endeavours of redreſs in à right 4 


firſt received, and then unanimouſly cartĩed on, for which 
the conceived expedient, is a Brotherly Aſſociation, le 

ſince in our thoughts, and already begun by others * 

u 

the 


ly learned, in divers Counties; others of different 
ment, in point of Church- Government, ſhewin | 
therto hindred Union, to ariſe , not ſo much from diffe- 
rence of principles, inconſiſtent with Union, as from de- 
fect of will and inclination, and this from a grand failing 
in Brotherly Love. | | 


Therefore laying aſide all private reſpects, and carnal 


intereſts, and reſigning our (elves wholly up to the 
Lord, we reſolve in his ſtrength, according to what we 
have attained, to unite together for carrying on the work 
of Reformation, and diſcharge of our duties, in our re- 
ſpective places, and not only an Aſſociating in this parti- 
cular County, but correſpondency with our Brethren in 
other parts of the Nation, yet hereby, not binding up, 
and limiting our ſelves from further improvement of U- 
nion, which we hope the Lord will teach and ſtabliſſi in 

his time Univerſally. | 
And for an Introductive to the work in hand, and free- 
ws our ſelves from imputed Innovation in the Doctrine 
of Religion, we declare, that as all way formerly we have 
owned, ſo we do, (and by Chriſts aſſiſtance) will ever 
own, and maintain the form of wholeſome words, con- 
rained in the Scriptures, of the Old and New Teſtament, 
in the conſtintly received ſenſe of the Orthodox 
Churches ol Cluiſt, expreſt more eſpecially (as to the 
Fundamentals of Faith) in that moſt Ancient and Uni- 
verſal received Creed, called the Apoſtles, in the there- 
wich agreeing famous Nicene Creed, and that notable 
Creed of, Athanaſius, to which (we might add thoſe 
excellent 
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A Preface ts the Reader, 
excellent Creeds of the Great Councils of — 
Epheſus, Calcedoy, and others) likewiſe we declare our 
owning, and reſolution to own and maintain the whole 
Body of Proteſtant Reformed Doctrine, ſo far as it is 
joyntly held forth in their Confeſſions of Faith , and in 
our Engliſh Articles, the Articles of Ireland, 1615, And 
in the late Confeſſion of Faith, by the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, ſo fully and excellently fer forth; and having it, 
(as to the matter it (elf) long ſince impreſt on our 
thoughts, which ſome pious and prudent Brethren have 
publiſhed for the Baſis and ground of their Aſſociating 
work, we think it no diminution, but honour ( if not du- 
ty) to tread in their exemplary Chriſtian, and peaceable 
ſteps, ſhewing our ready concurrence with them in build- 
ng on the ſame Foundations, which are theſe enſuing; 
es. 


IHE 


The Agreement of the Aſſociated Mi- 
niſters of the County of Eſſex. 


SP Hat inthe exerciſe of diſcipline , it is not 
only the moſt [afe Courſe, but alſo moſt 
conducing to brotherly Union , and ſatiſ- 
faction , that particular Churches carry 
an 45 much of their work with joynt , and 
mutual aſſiſtance , as they can with con- 
veniency, and edification : and as little as may be in their 
actings , to ſtand diſtinctly by themſelves , and apart from 
each other, 

2, That where different principles lead to the ſame practice 
we may joyne together in the ſame practice , reſerving to each 
of us our own principles, 

3. That where we can neither agree together "ferns | 


nor practice, we agree to beare with one anothers differences, 
that are of a leſie and diſpmtable nature, without making them 
4 ground of diviſion among us. 

Yet notwithſtanding we do not thereby bind up our — 
rom endeavouring to informe one another in thoſe things 
wherein we differ; ſo that it be done with 4 [pirit of Love and 
Meekneſſe „and with reſolution to continue brotherly A wnu- 
ity , and Aßociation, though in thoſe particulars aur difſeren- 

ces ſhould remain uncompoſed, 
B 2 
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Upon theſe grounds ne agree as followeth, 


bl ing each of us in our hearts perſwaded of our own parricu- 
Blr Fai by Chriſt unto the Goſpel Miniftry,and that we are 

entruſted , and imployed as Embaſſadors, Stewards, Overſeers , 

Guides, Watchmen and Labourers in his Church, and Vineyard, 

We reſolve through his help ſincerely and conſtantly, both to en- 

deaveur the fulfilling of this our Miniſtry ; and to labour in all 

things, that the Miniſtry be not juſtly blamed , that ſo we may 

promotg the * glory of God in ſaving the precious ſouls committed 
an bench (through the Ert 
2. We reſolve ( 2 the grace of Chiiſt ) to 

n0 


Iy the comprebenſ that Miniſterial Knowledge nod WI 


if- 
, whereby we may underſtand our way, and to ſtudy more, 
and ftrive after that excellent Wiſdome, and Art of winning fouls, * 
and likewiſe the putting on, growing in, andexercifing of that 
Love, Faithfulneſſe, Compailion , Humbleneſſe, Meekneffe , . 
— . , and ſuch other graces, Chriſt eſpecially enjoyns 
for the due di of our cruſt, 
bs = We reſolve — — * — Gb high ends the 
iniſtry is appointed unto , by all ſuch wayes the Scripture requi- 
res, 22 At dy preaching, Chatechizing a — 
ſtructing of, and conferring with our people, viſiting the ſick, 
1 walking: Together with diſpencing the Sacra - | 
ments, Church-Government, and Brotherly Union for mu- 
a Aſſiſtance, and better carrying on the Work of 
int. . 
1. In preaching , we agree to hold forth to our hearers , the 
Word of Life , and the whole Councel of God therein contained, 
clearly and plainly to their apprebenſions , cloſe and home to their 
Conſciences , and hearts by Doctrine, Inſtruction, Conſutation. 
Exhortation , Reproof and Comfort in fuch manner as the Scrip- 
ture preſcribes,and according to that wiſdome and opportunity the 
Lord affords. 
2. In Catechizing, we agree to make uſe of the ſhorter Cate- 
* chiſme made by the Aſſembly, which we reſolve to go through at 
leaſt once in the year. 3. Io 


r 


) 
them privately , and conſer with them of the things of God, and 
their ſouls , in that way each of us ſhall judge moſt expedient for 
en the lick, i being caſe of ſi 

4. ln vifti t being our people: in icK- 
neſſe, — Rule of t Abel — 4 Te feud 

Elders, We agree, to go to thoſe, who ſhail ſend for us, (un- 
lefle the caſe be ſach, as will not ſtand wirh our publike work) and 
then we will deale wich them, ſincerely plainly and offectuaſſy, as 
God ſhall enable us concerning their ſoals condition, and eternal 
ſalvation, 

5. Becauſe everic Miniſter 0+ Chrift is to be an example in con- 
verſatian to his Flock. To ſeale his Doctrine by his Exemplatie 
doing. 

T we reſolve through Chriſt to have an eſpecial care 
that our lives be not deſtructtye to our Doctrine, but 4 Confirma- 
tion of it, and thereby an Inſtigation to our people to follow us in 
that we follow Chrift, 

2. Being we are in Scripture enjoyned to love all men; and fo 
much as in us lieth, to follow peace; but eſpecially to evidence 
both peculiar love to all the godly, and ſuch as as becometh 
the Goſpel, and likewiſe to delight in their Societie. Therefore 
— —— to demeane our ſelves ac- 
cordinply : Yet not any ing, or with- 8 ty, 
ci Ne 42 in — ſort — — 
and ſuch as walk — 8 

<ceing vropbaneſſe, fuch as Swearing, breaking the Lords Sab- 
bard, heed w-th Uncleanneſle, Ryot, Drunkenneſſe, and the 
like enormaties, are ſo adominable to God, and his Saints, pernici- 
ous to the rc ers. and off ſo wiſchievaus to others that behold 
them, we. e ſouve beſide che publtke reproving them to endeavour 
their ſuppreſting among dur people, ſo 1arre as will Rand with our 
calling and convemencie. 


32 Reſorm- 
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Reforming Congregations. n 


I, Ecauſe Reforming Congregations , and preſerving them 
Brix Reformed, de ſo much upon lecling thac Order 
and Government, which Chriſt requ res in his Word; therefore 
we ſhall uſe our beſt endeavours to inform our people of the na- 
ture, neceſſity, and excellency of this Scriptuce-Order , and por 
ſwade them to a willing agreement with us; namely, in ſuch 
things which are clearly held forth in Scripture, and to which. we 
our ſelves do all agree, which (though not to every circum- 
ſtance) yet for the ſubſtance, we ſhall ſer down in due place 
hereafter. | 
A We agree, that every one = profeſſeth Faith in Chriſt, 
and hopes for Salvation by him, o Pleas a Mem- 
ber to . —8 os Su LOAN ard of God 
is truly preached, and the Sacraments, are duly adminiſtred, and 
that it is moſt agreeable to order and editication for thoſe that 
dwell together in one place, to joyn together as Members of the 
ſame articalarCharch and that a peoples meeting together or. . 
dinarily, to attend upon the publikeworſhip in one place, & fubjeRt« 
ing theqſelves to the Ordinances of Chriſt therein diſpenced, isa 
real expreſſion of their conſent and agreement to joyn as Members 
to that Church : Yet becauſe we conceive the more expreſs this 
Agreement and Conſent is, the more fully it puts us in mind of 
out mutual relation, and ſtirs us up the more to the performance 
of our reſpective duties to each other; thegefore we have. hereun- 
to annexed a profeſſion of Aſſent to the Fundamentals of Faith; 
by way of Explication of the Creed, called the Apoſtles, which we 
allown, and will maintain: Like ſe a proſeſſion -of Conſent tg 


the teatms of the Covenant of Grace, whi freely 
agree.unt0-; and both theſe, -we conceive, may_not u- 
ſed (if not in the expreſʒ words,) yet at lealt as to the ſubſtance 


of them) either at the Sacrament of Baptiſme, and the Lords 


Supper, or on oth er occaſions, as prudence ſhall direct. 
And we alſo engage fot our ſelves , to endeavour the ſettlement 


and practiſe of that Church-Order and Government, the Scri- 


— 


05] 
ptures warrant for admonition, f, and other Church- cen- 
ſures, hoping that our people alſo 44 — a 
ſore-ex not only lawful in themſelves , but 
conducing to the es Union and Reformation, Miniſters en- 
couragement, and mutual edification. 


, 

r 4 

Baptiſme,. 

I, JE , that not oaly thoſe who do actually profeſs 
5 Faithin Chrift, and obechence to um, but alſo the la- 
P 

e 


fants of one or: both Believing Parents,,_or Parents — 
L durch: members, areto be Baptized: Eut we not Baptize 
the Children of ſuch as are ſtrangers to us, until we have had per- 2 14 
ſonal conference with them; and the like conference we will en- } 
deavour with ſuch Parents, who offering co us their Children to be 

| Baptized, are either ignorant of the grounds of Religion, ot 
| ſcandalous in Converſatios. 
* 2. Becauſe ſome Brethren of the Aſſociation judge it meet, 
: when a Parent ignorant of the grounds of Religion, or ſcanda- 
lous in Converſation, offers his Child to be Baptized, that the 


hs 

| 

$ 
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j 
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them for ſo doing, which alſo we ſhall not be unwilli ng to ſubmit 

, to the cenſure of the Aﬀociation:- 

, 3. We alſo agree, to adminiſter Ba ptiſme publikely, and in the 

moſt ſolemn manner, and it ordinarily on the 


; Lords Day, *or upon ſome other day of Preaching the Word; or 

. at leaſt when the Word by ſome Expoſition, or Rxhottation. may 

y accompany the Ordinance : and likewiſe ( ſo far as may be) to 
avoid private Baptiſme. + * 
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\ The Lords Supper 5 
I. E , (according to Scripture Warrant, the general 
Judgement and Practice, boch of the antient, ſucceed. 
| ing, and preſent Churches of Chriſt , (with which the Ruivich 
re the Communion, in divers paſſages of it; and the Confeſſi- 
on of Faith, the larger Catechiſme, and form of Church-Govern- 
ment, made by the Aſſembly concur ) that the C burch- Guides 
ſhould ſtill put a difference in their Admiſſions co the Lords Sup- 
per, between the evidently worthy, and unworthy encburaging, 
and furthering the one to, and in a frequent partaking thereof? 
but warning, and not ſuffering the other to profane the Ordi- 
nance, their own Souls, and give ſcanda (to other ( hri- 
ſtians. And ſeeing Church-Rulers are apt to fail in their 
eicher from too great ſeverity, ridgidly excluding the compet 
fit, or by inadvertency, over. facility, or fear, promiſcuouſly 
mitting ſuch, who on prudent and moderate Tryal , would a 
unworthy : Therefore we reſolve , as to encourage good Chriſti- 
ans to an often coming to the Lords Supper, ſo not to admit ſuch 
to it, who appear unfit: Namely, 


1. Thoſe that have not a competent i JT 
ples of Religion. | ad 
able Converſation 


2. That are not of ea TS 

And if ſome of us require more poſirive ſigns of Grace in per. 
ſons that come to the Ordinance, it ſhall be no breach of Unions- 
mong our ſelves. 5 4 


7 
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— — — 
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Competent K noni age. 


|, a total, or groſsignorance in the principles of Chriſtias 
nity , cannot conſiſt with ſaving Faith, found R 
coming up to the terms of the Covenant of Grace, of which this 
Sacrament is a Seal ; neither with that diſcerning the Lords Body, 
and ſuch ſelf-examination , as is neceſſary to worthy partaking. 
| But 


W AI needs mil 
Ordinance, and meet with a Curſe, inflead of a B 


of benefic by this 


Therefore we ſhall not admit any , that on Tryal are found 


ſach, till Competent Knowledge be attained, 


That we may therefore proceed more clearl 
conveniency to any, we will not give the Ru 
Tryal, but either expreſs our concurrent ſenſe and a 
that direction, being very full and plain, which che 
overnment offers, yet not limiting any 


their form of C 
ſtrictly, or ſolely to it. 
Their words are theſe: 

All ſuch perſons , who ſhall be admitted to 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ought to 
know that there is a God, that there is but 
one Everlaſting and true God, Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and Gorernour of all things; 
that this only true God, is the God whom we 


worſhip, that this God is but one God, yet 


three diſtin& Perſons, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, all equally God. That God cre- 
ated man after his own — in Knowledge, 
Righteodſneſs, and true Holineſs, that by one 
man Sin entred into the world, and Death by 
Sin, and fo Death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have ſinned, that thereby they are all 
dead in t and ſins, and are by Nature 
the Children of Wrath, and ſo lyable to Eter- 
nal Death, the wages of every ſin. 

That there is but one Mediator betwixt 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
alſo overall, God bleſſed tor ever, neither is 
there Salvationin any other. 

That he was Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Born of the Virgin Mary, that he died 
upon the Croſs to ſave his people from their 
ſins, that he roſe again the third day from the 
Dead, aſcended into Heaven, ſitteth at the 
right hand of God, and maketh Interceſſion 


for us, of whoſe Fulneſs we receive all Grace, 


neceſſary to Salvation. a 


* and with leß in- 
e ou ſelves for this 


pprobation of 
im 


The Rubrick at the end of 
mentioning the (rats Duty, 
of taking account what Chil- 
dren could ſay the fort-menti- 
ened Catechiſme : Add theſe 
words, Aud there ſpall none 
be admitted to the Holy (um- 
munion ; until ſuch time 4 
he can ſay the Catechiſme, 
and be con ; where the 
( atechiſme is made the Rule of 
Tryal of Knowledge, in firſt 
admiſſion to the Lords Supper ; 
and that ſaying the Catechs/me, 
when ¶ vi laren but fix or ſeven 
years old may rehearſe it , yet 
cannot underſtand it , nor exa- 
mine themſelves , muſt there- 
fore be a ſaying of it, with an- 
derſtanding the meauing and 
ſenſe, of which the ate u uſt 
tale notice, befere hc a to 


that Ordinance : 


That 


That Chrift and DEV || LOG 
Faith is the gift of God, and that we have it not of our ſelves, but 
it is wrought in us by the Word, and the Spirit of God. 

- ThatFaithis 8 believe and truſt in Chriſt 
for remiſſion of (ins, and Life Everlaſting, according to the Pro. 


only by ram. char 


miſes of the Goſpel; that whoſoever believeth not in the Son of 


God, ſhall not ſee Life, but ſhall periſh eternally. 

That they, who truly repent of their (ins, do ſee them, ſorrow 
for them, and turn from them, to the Lord, and that except men re- 
pent, they ſhall ſurely periſh. 

That a godly life is conſcionably ordered according to the Word 
of God, in Holineſsand Righteouſneſs , without which no man 
ſhall ſee God, 

That the Sacraments are Seals of the Covenant of Grace in the 
Blood of Chriſt ; that the Sacraments of the New Teſtament , are 
Baptiſme, and the Supper of the Lord, that the outward Ele- 
ments in the Lords Supper, are Bread, and Wine, and do ſignifie 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt crucified , which the worthy Re- 
ceiver by Faith doth partake of in the Sacrament, which Chriſt 
hath likewiſe ordained for the remembrance of his Death , that 
whoſoever eateth and drinketh unworthily, is guilcy of the Body 
and Blood of the Lord , therefore that every one is to examine 
himſelf, leſt he eat and drink Judgement to himſelf, not diſcerning 
the Lords Body. 

That the Souls of the Faithful after death, do immediately live 
with Chi iſt in Bleſſedneſs , and that the Souls of the Wicked, do 
immediately go into hell torment, that there ſhall be a Reſurre- 
Rion of the Bodies, both of the Juſt and Unjuſt, at ihe laſt day, at 
which time all ſhall appear betore the Judgement.Seat of Chriſt, 
to receive what they have done in the Body, whether it be Good 
or Evil; and chat the Righteous ſhall go into Life Eternal, and 
the Wicked into Everlaſting Puniſhment. | 

3. Becauſe ſome perſons , through want of Education; we- 
neſs of apprehenſion, baſhfulneſs, and other impediments, ate un- 

able to expreſs their minds in fit and compoſed words. and yet o- 
thers by roat, can eaſily ſpeak more than they underftand ; we will 
there ore uſe the moſt familiar means, by eaſie queſtions and diſ- 
courſe, to diſcern the meaning of ſuch , not taking any for igno- 
rant, for want of apt expreſſions , nor accepting every one for 


compe- 


8 2. 


competently knowing, who 1 fore-mention- 
ed parciculary, but ſo far as we can diſcover, we will make their ig 
norance, or knowledge it ſelf, the ground of our proceeding. 


AAAS 


— 


Unblameable Converſation, and Scandal. 


1 2 ſinners, we agree, cannot be admitted to the 

Lords Supper, without great ſin, and judgement to them 
' ſelves, danger by their example, of leavening the whole lump, de- 
filing the Ordioance, and very great diſhonour to Chriſt ; there- 
fore we reſolve not to receive any of what degree or quality ſ6e- 
ver, that is proved ſuch, before ſatisfaction be given the Church, 

by evidence of ſerious Repentance. 22 

2. We will not reject any from our own private apprebenſions, 
and ſuſpitions, or others bare report, but where the matter of fat 
ſhall have ſome evident proof. 

3. Becauſe all finners are not of a like evil, nor of a feandalobs 
nature, therefore we ſhall diſtinguiſh of ſuch ſins, and according- 
ly proceed. 

: — We agree, that no perſon ought to be judged ſcandalous for 
fins of ſuch meer iofirmity , and daily incurſion, that all the Samt: 
daily are ſubject to mourn for, and ſtrive againſt. 1 

5. But ſuch we agree are ſcandalous perſons, who continue in at 
courſe ot way of open wickedneſs whatſoever and particularly are 
evident y guilty ot any of thoſe wayes of ſm, mentioned in Scri- 
pture as marks and characters of wicked perſons, being utcerlyin- - 
conſiſtent with Holine(s, ſaviog Faith, true Repentance, new Obe- 
dience; and coming up to the terms of the Covenant of Grace, 
ſeated by this Saat ment, and thereby appearing. in open rebel lion 
againſt Ch iſt the Ordainer of it, ſuch as Idolaters, Sorcerers, For- 
nicators, Drunkards, Lyars, and any ſuch kind of evil livers. 

6. We agree, that a perſon is ſcandalous, by not only a way, or 
courſe of open wickedneſs, but likewiſe by any one ſiagle act, or 
work of manifeſt wickedneſs, whereby the people of Chriſt have 
that evil example ſet befo;e them, and may be drawn into the 
like Rebellion and diſobedience againſt Chriſt , ſu ch as a ſingle act 
of Fornication, Drunkenneſs, Blalphemy, Idolatry, or any the like 
immorral and flagitious a dd. Cn i Tb 


L 
To this we add ( for ru Wee that innumeration of 
ſcandals by che Aſſembly in their ( burch - Government. The 
words are as fo)loweth. ©, | | 
All Scandalous Perſons hereafter mentioned, are to be ſuſpend. 
ed from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; that is to ſay ; all 
perſons that ſhall blaſphemoully ſpeak,or write — thing of God, + 
his holy Word, or Sacraments, all Renouncers of the true Prote . 
ſtant Religion, profeſſedin the Church of England, and all per- 
ſoos, who (hall by a— - or writing, mamtain any fuch Er- 
rours, as do ſubvert any of thoſe Articles, the ignorance where- 
of doth render any perſon excluded from the\Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper; an Inceſtuous perſon, an Adulterer, a Fornicator, 
a Drunkard, a propbane Swearer, or Curſer , one that hath taken 
away the life of any perſon maliciouſly , all Worſhippers of Ima- 
ges, Croſſes, Ctuciſixes, or Reliques , allthat ſhall make Images, 
or Pictures 5 the —— , or of any perſon thereof; a 
Relipious Worſhippers of Saints , A or any meer creatures 
any - ſon that ſhall profes bimſelf — — with bas 
Neighbour ; all pe: ſons in whom malice appeareth, and they re- 
ſuſe to be teconciled; any perſon that ſhall challenge any other 
perſon by word, meſſage, or writing to fight, or that ſhall accept 
ſuch challenge, and agree the. eto; any perſon that ſhall know. 


carry any Challenge by word, meſſage, or writi 
—— that ſhall upon the Lords Day uſe any Dancing . 
Dice, or Cards, or any other Game, Masking, Wakes, Shooting, 
Bowling. Playing, playing at Foor-ball, Stool. ball, Wreſtling, op 
thet ſhall make reſort to any Playes, Interludes, Fencing , Bulk 
baitinę, Bear · baiting, or that ſhall uſe Hawking, Hunting or Cour- 
fing, Fiſhing or Fowling; or that ſhall publikely expoſe any wares 
ro {ale, otherwiſe then is provided by an Orcinance of Parliament 
of the ſinth of April, 1649. Any perſon that ſhall travel on the 
Lords Day without reaſonable cauſe ; any perſon that keepeth a 
known Stew, or Brothel- houſe, or that ſhall ſolicite the chaſticyof 
any perſon, for himſelf, or any other: any perſon, Father or Mo. 
ther, that ſhall conſent to the — of their Children to '# 
Papiſt;; or any perſon that ſhall marry a Papiſt; any perſon that 
ſhall repairfor any advice to any Witch, Wizard, or Fortune- 
teller; any perſon that ſhall menace, or aſſault his Parents, or - 
ny Magiſtrate, Miniſter, or Elder in the execution of bis office ; a- 
ny perſon that ſhall be legally attained of Barrotry, Forgery, Ex- 
tortion, or Bribery. 6. We 
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6. We likewiſe agree , that” Iva the Rube the Communic ; 
there are ſcandalous Omiſſions, is theſe words ; If any bt tv oh and evil li- 
as well as Commiſlions, for ver, /o that the Cir? i him « offend. 


which ſuch as are guilty of 
them, till their Repentance te- 
ſtified , and ſatisfaction given 
to the Church, they to 
be debarred from the Sacra- 


ment. 

1. Of chis ſort we judge all 
voluntary and cuſt Omiſ- 
lions, open, and manifeſt to the 
Church of that worſhip in- 
joyned Chriſtians, as cheir ho- 
mage to their Lord Chriſt for 
honouring him in the eyes of 
others, and conducing to their 
Union and Communion with 
God in Chriſt,in effectual Call- 
ing, Converſion, and Edifica- 
tion to perfection. 

2. Such we judge alſo ſcan- 
dalous Omiſlions,which are or- 
dinary and open neglects of 
ſuch duties, whereof we have 
particular patterns, and pra- 
ctifes of the Saints, recorded in 
the Word , grounded on gene- 
ral ptecepts, and having a mo- 
ral and general equity in them, 
and fo carrying a force and vit- 
tue of a (Command, though not 
expreſly enjoyned in Scripture. 

3. We agree alſo the e are 
ſcandals of Omiiſion, reſpect- 
ing duties of the ſecond Table, 
luch as manifeſt, and _— 
neglects of performing thoſe 
duties to our Neighbours, 


ed , or have dum wrong 10 his Neighbour by 
derd, or word , the Crate having knowledge 
thereof, ſhall him, is any wiſe, not 
ro preſume to the Lu T abit; until he have 
openty declared himſelfe to ati truly repent« 
ed, and reformed bin former life, that the 
Congregation thereby be ſatisfied, which 
— Fe 5 2 he — recam- 
penced the parties whom he hath done 

wnto , or at the leaſt derlare himſelf to be in 
fall purpoſe ſo to do, fo ſoon 4s conveniently he 
muy. The ſame Order ſhall the Curate uſe 
with thoſe , betwixt whom he ferceiveth ma- 
lice and hatred to reigh , nit ſuffering them to 
partake of the Lords Table, anti! be knows 
them to be reconciled. And if one of the par- 
ties at variance be content to forgive from the 
bettom of bus heart , all 1 ts other hath 
rreſpaſſed arainſt him, and te make amends 
— Le bark offended , and rbat the 6 
ther party will not be perſwaded to gedly Uni- 
ty. but remain ſtill in his frowardneſs, the Mi. 
niſter, in that caſe, ought to admit the penitent, 
and not him that is obſtinate. 

Thus the Primate of Armagh , Docter 
Uſher in hit ReduBticn of Epiſcopicy , lately 
ſet ont by Docter Barnard, Prop. 1. in every 
Pariſh, the Recter or Sucemmbent Paſt. r, with 
the Church-VV ardens and Sidi men, may eve- 
ry week, take notice of ſuch as luz ſcandalonſly 
in the Congregation, and if by wo ſuc5 admanitt- 
ons, and reprotfs, as their off ence deſerves, they 
cannot be reclaimed , they may be preſented ts 
the monethly In, and in the mean time de- 
barred by the Paftrr from aceſi lo the Lords 


T able, | 
C2 touching 


12 
. touching the ſaying of die ehe — high eonoern- 
ments in preſent and bazard , yet are wilfully 
when there is ability and opportunity of their being performed. 
| * But for the more full enumeration of ſcandals , we agree to 
fer it to determination in out Meetings of Aſſociation. 
8. We agree, not to admit to the Ordinance any ſuch, who are 
not only guilty of the fore mentioned ſcandals , but of any other 
evil of like nature and quality, until they have given ſufficient evi- 
dence of their repentance , which muſt not be ſlight, and meerly 
verbal, but ſerious, ſo far as may be judged by us. 

9. We reſolve to uſe great caution, concerning (ins that make 
men lyable to the Law, as to their lives, liberties, eſtates, or any o- 
ther caſe not provided in this agreement. 

10, We reſolve not to admit any to the ©acrament; but ſuch a 
one that hath been firſt declared to thoſe with whom he is to com- 
municate, that if any of them can object, and prove duly any 
thing againſt him, whereby he appears unit to receive, that pariy 
may be kept from the Ordinance, till the Church or Congregation 
receive ſatisfaction. 

11. We agree to require of all Governours of Families, that 

come to this Ordinance , to bring and keep their families under 
' Catechizing, and to ſee they learn and underſtand the Principles oi 
Chriſtianity ; and if they cannot inſtruct them themſelves ; to 
bring them to us to be inſtructed. 

12. If any perſon that hath been admitted to the Lords Supper, 
ſhall at any time hereafter prove ſcandalous in Converſation, we 
will not receive ſuch a one to the <acrament, till he teſtifie Repen- 
tance, and ſatisfie the Church. 

13. Wereſolve to take notice of ſuch , who formerly have 
been admitted to the Lords Supper , and abſent themſelves from 
it, and to enquire into the reaſons of their abſence , and accord- 
ingly we will deal with them as we find juſt cauſe, that neither 
Chriſts Ordinances may ſeem to be deſpiſe4 , nor opportunity of 
doing good to their own ſouls neglected, 

14. 'We agree, to be very cautious of admitting ſuch of other 
Congregations, that — offer themſelves to receive the 
Lords Supper with any of us, that ſo no juſt offence may be given 
thereby, either to godly Miniſters, or Congregations from which 
they come; neither to ut own people that joyn with us in that 


Ordinance. 15. We 
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1. We dot to berge, | 
members of Congregations,” without eithet 4 


from their Minifter of chem orderly walking, or that we 
aſſured both of their fitneſs for the Otdinance, and their not re- 
— 4 ſellowſhip of that Congregation, whereof they be 
Members. 5 N e r 
16. We agree, when in any of our Congregitiogs, ſach as are 
right ly qualified for — Lords'Fnpper, ſhal de fo few, 
as not to make up any competent number to joyn together in that 
Ordinance , we will then adviſe with the Aſſociation concerning 
the beſt expediency, as to nniting with ſome other Congregation, 
for that Fe. yer only until that impediment ſhall be 


remove 


— — — — — — — 
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Government in particular. 


I, V V Hereas we all agree, that every Miniſter of Chriſt is 
made by him a Ruler in that Congregation, or 
Church to which he is called: And many of us think according to 
Scripture, and the way of divers Reformed Churches, there 
ſhould be ſome adjoyned to aſſiſt him in Government, called, Ru- 
ling Elders : Let divers of us alſo are disfatisfied, as touching ſuch 
Elders, but all of us alſo conceive it meet, and a Miniſters Wiſ- 
dome, to fee with more eyes than hisown , and have the beſt help 
he can, both to acquaint him with the Converſation of his people, 
and to aſſiſt him in matters of concernment , that cannot ſo fately 
or conveniently be done by himſelf alone : Therefore we agree 
as we ſhall ſee it feiſable and fit, in teſpect of our people, to de- 
fire the aſſiſtance of ſome podly and diſcreet perſons of our reſpe- 
ctive Congregations, both for the acquainting us with the Con- 
verſatiots of our people, and to be ſhe on ſometimes at leaſt with 
us as witneſſes of our due and equal proceeding ;<both in des- 
ing with ſuch as offer themſelves to the Lords Supper And le- 
wiſe in caſe of ſome admonitions to be given to offenſtve walk - 
ers; yet it ſhall be no hindrance to the work of Union, for any of 
us to do, as he is beſt perſwaded in bis own judgement, and may 
more conduce to rr ä 
$61) 1 | 2, We 
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2. We agree, that forthe al vj hag 6h - 
ticular Congregations, it is to managed t 0» 
yer them inthe Lord , and chat therefore the Examination and 
Determination of things , in point of admiſſions to Ordiriances, 
and refuſals together, with other Church acts, as ſhall be ptr« 
formed and mannaged by them, yet not without notice given to 
the people,of what in matters of general concerament and conſe- 
quence, is determined by chem; chat if any can upon grounds out 
of the Word object any thing, their ſatisfaRion may be endea- 
voured, or the matter forborn. 

3. In theſe, and all ſuch caſes, wherewith the people are made 
acquainted, we a according to Scripture Rules, practice of 
the Churches, and'all Societies rightly ordered, there muſt be one 
to govern the matter of ſpeech, and ſilence, of which the Paſtour 
or Miniſter is to take care that order be maintained. 

4- We agree, that to heal offences, and remove ſcandals out of 
the Chuich, Chriſt bath provided the remedy of admonition of 
offenders, and other Church cenſures, to which there ought to be 
no proceeding, but in caſe of known offence, and ſuch as cannot 
be healed without cenſure ; and offences, being ſome of them pri- 
vate, others publike, they require a proceeding according to their” 
nature and quality. 

5. In private offences, or ſcandals of one Brother sgainſt ano- 
ther, known if to more than the brother, yet but to few, we agree, 
chat as Chriſtian Inſpection, and watchfulneſs over each other, 
muſt not degenerate into imprudent, raſh, and uncharitable prying 

into others tailings. ſo Brotherly Admonition may not at any time 
become unadviicd, und unwarrantable medling; therefore we 
are in proceedings of this ſort to follow, as other dcripture Rules, 
lo eſpecially that Rule, Afar. 18. 15. If thy Brother, cc. which 
offence or treſpaſs weunderſtand, not to be meant by our Lord, of 
ſuch humane infirmities, that all men, even the beſt Saints on earth, 
in this ſtate of imperfection , continually fall into; nor of ſuch 
ſmaller faults ot injuries; wluch Chfiſtian prudence, love, and 
peaceablene(s; require an over looking and paſſing by, but the of- 
feace there grounding the admonition is a greater evil, endangering 
the ſou! of the doer, ſcandalizing che Brother ſeeing it, and lyi 
2s a ſtumblipg ſlone in bis Chriſtan courſe, and ſuch a fin, tha 
for the nature of it, is fit, inicaſe of iaſucteſſefulneſs of admoni- 
tion, to be brought before the Church. 6. Be- 


C 
6. EAI A bi yeeld there may 
beother Charirgtive Admoritions, mich molt no proceed to Ee: 
7. Therefore for our own particulars, we ſhell be very tender 
and cautious,” what ether we our ſeves do, or others 
unto in this caſe, but on ſuch grounds as the Word will ſufficiently 
warrant. 

8. The offcnce oe Kandel againſt « Brother, being more than a 
meer bumane intirmity ; the offending Brother, by the Rule of 
Chriſt, ought to go to bis Hrerber offended , and declare his Re- 
pentance to him, — — — forgive him ; but if the 
Offender neglect t , the Brather © iv to on- 
ally to him, and cell him is fault between themſelves 2 
if by that admonition the offence be heated , and the Brother 
gained, it is to be concealed for che ſuture. 

If he hear not this firſt admonition, the preg ated to fake 
to him two or three witneſſes, and if he then hear at the ſecond 
admonition before witneſſes, che matter ought tobe kept ſeerer 
by both the Admoniſher, and the Witneſſes; bot if lie #g2in bear 
aot before Witneſſes, then the matter is to be told to the Church, 

of — — 114 23 
Church of a n, 
order and decency, — 5 non Yo firſt be to the 
whole Congregation, but to the Rulers, or Over-ſeers , and 
therefore we reſolve not to countenance the of any ſuch 
matter before the C — till thoſe that are ſer over them 
in the Lord, have firſt been acquainted with it , to whom belongs 
alſo the giving of all publike admonitions, if afterward the afore- 
ſaid party upon proof of fin be admoniſhed by the Church, and 
he hear not the C hurch. but is obſtinate in the ſin, then he 
en , and a Pubhcaa; and 

Church 
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Publike Scandal. 
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, 7E tha Scandal added 
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the Churches following a — 
al. but properly a publike ſcandal, is that which its amm hatume at 
the very firſt is publike; open, notorious, known to may, if not; to 
the whole Church, in which caſe che former proceeding by a private 
gradual admonition, is not requiſite not proper; but che Church, 
when an offence is thus publike, ought immediately to deal withit 
according to the nature of the offence, either by the leſs cealare 
of, admonition; when the Scandal is leſs, which admonition 
be once, or oftnet, as need ſhall require, or by the greater Cen- 
ſure of Excommunication, when the ſcandal is greater and heinous, 
wherein we reſolve faithfully to endeavour the diſcharge of that 
duty ſhall be incumbent on us. 

2. If the party offending aſter due proceeding , ſhall manifeſt 
Repentance, and ſatishe the Church, he is to be received into fel. 
lowſhip again 

3. To the ſatisfaction of the Church is required more evidence 
of Repentance after ſome greater ſin is omitted, or in caſe of re- 
lapſing readily into the ſame ſin, for which he hath declared Re- 
pentance befare the Church ,-or ſalling into ſome new ſcandalous 
evil, after a for met cenſure, and re-admiflion into Communion, 
then in other caſes. Therefore we agree to be very cautious and 
circumſpect hereip, that there be not an over-haſty re. admitting of 
any ſuch, till due tryal of Reformation de made 1 in ſome compe- 
tent meaſure of time / {955219702 1 

4- When an Offender” is under Ghurch-Cetfurt ; though che 
former Chriſtian-Fellowſhip b: denied to him, yet ought there to 
be all due wayes uſed to reduce lum to Repentance towards God, 
and former Fellowſtuꝑ with che Church, as being a Member ot 
perſon under cure. Therefo;enwe refolve ſb long as opportunity 
and hope remain co di gur beſt: endeavours (ben any Member: 
of our Congregations ſhall come under the Cenſure) for the Res! 
covecy of ſuch out of Satans Snare, and reducing them to the 
a * 

5. Whereas ſuch Members of the Chur born and Ba ptized in 
it, (by _ Ty of the Covent of ther parents, and ſo re- 
ceived into have many priviledges, which others not Church- 
Members de, as their being in Covenant with God, having 
—_— the Covenancf Baptmme upon chem, and ſo if they 


are 
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hopeful way of attaining 
Covenant and Seal; and are alſo under Church-watch and over- 
ſight, and conſequently ſubject to ſuch G'-ſpel-order, as may con- 
duce to their ſpiritual good : Therefore we to endeavour to 


perform what we judge our duty towards accordingly , as 
God ſhall afford us power and — 


— 


Brotherly Union, and Aſciftance. 


I, Ecau'e we judge it lawful and neceſſary for Members of 

divers Churches, in ſundry caſes of common concerament, 
and greater weight, to bold correſpondence and communion toge- 
ther, we agree to aſſociate our ſelves, and keep frequent meet- 
ings together, as occaſion ſhall require. 

2. We that whereas Synods and Councils, wherein di- 
vers ſeveral Churches meet for matrers of common — 5 
and greater importance, may Miniſterially determine 
ſock things according to the Word of God ſo their determinati- 
ons and orders being conſonant to it, are to be received with reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion, not only for the agreement with the Word, 
but for the power whereby they are made, as being an Ordinance 
of God, appointed thereunto in his Word, any of us ſhall re- 
ceive from the Brethren in their meetings of Aſſociation with us. 

3. If in our Aſſociate Meetings any thing propoſed, ſhall ſeem 
leſs convenient to any of us in particular concerned, yet if it be 
not evidently contrary to the Word of God , we —— 
to it, rather than to break peace, and to give an evil example of 
diſorder by our diſſenting. 

4. If any Miniſter, or particular Church, ſhall obſtinately, af- 
. eee OS nh 
el or a tion Aſſociation, in thi i 
ble with the Word of God, then N Ay mod 
that Miniſter, or Church, the Right Hand of Fellowſhi 

5. There being ſeveral matters of concernment , in we 
may need the advice and help, not of one Aſſociation only 
the general Aſſociation of the whole County : Therefore 
gree to have divers — particular, 


* 
[i8] 
more general alſo of the whole County , where matters moſt 

ighty, and that cannot be detetmined in the leſs, may be deba· 
ted, and receive advice and direction in the greater. 

6. We agree to diſpoſe of our ſelves into divers diviſions, each 
diviſion conſiſting of ſuch a number, as may conyeniently meet 
together at fit times, and places, for conſulting and ordering ſuch 
matters of conſequence, which ſhall be propounded according Ut 
ſuch Rules as are hereafter expreſſed. 

7. We agree for furtherance of deſired general Union, and to 
ſhew our readineſs , to give all due ſatisfaction , concerring the 
proceedings in our Aſſociations, that we purpoſe not to exclude all 
thoſe which are Members of our Congregations, to chuſe and ſend 
(if they think meet) one or two fit — 46 among them, to be 
preſent at our Meetings, held either in their own diviſions, or for 
the County in general. 

8. It being agreeable to order, and conducing to Edification 
(as is expreſſed in the ſecond General Propoſinon ) for thofe 
that dwell together in one place to joyn together as Members of 
the ſame particular Church or Congregation , and it having been 
an occaſion of difference among Brethren to receive Members out 
of other Churches or Congregations than their own. Therefore 
for the future, we agree, nor to receive into our Churches or Con- 


ons, thoſe that live in other Congregations , except firft 
. ve no Miniſterof their own , or ſecondly , ane that is ſcan- 
dalous; or thirdly, one that hath not competent ability for the 
Miniſtery: Fourthly , except any Minifter himſelf ſhall be willing. 
that ſome of his Congregation ſhall joyn to another Congregation, 
or Church, tendring his Reaſons to be approved firſt by us in our 
Aſſociation, who upon the referring the matter to us, will not be 
rigid againſt any expediency, that may be with a manifeſt doing of 
injury, and breaking peace and unity. 
9. Wereſolve ( fo far as any of us ſhall be intereffed ) to adviſe 
with the Aſſociation , concerning the juſtneſs or unjuſtneſ of eu- 
ception made againſt Miniſters, in point of ſcandal, inabiliry, or a- 
ny other matter chat may be alledged by any that deſire to be ad- 
mitted Members into other Congrepations, than where they live, 
conceiving, that neither people deſiring to depart from their Mini- 
ters, nor yet Miniſters themſelves, with whom they deſire to joy 
ae competent Judges in ſuch cafes ; yet we agree, (if the exct ci 
54 , * - . — ons 
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ons be approved by the Aſſociation; ) that it is fitreſt for the Un. 
ties of mutual inſpection, and edification, together ff 
where a godly able Miniſter is placed. 

10. In — hereafter for peoples want of a y able Minifter, 
we ſhall admit any of them to be Members of our Churches , Or 
Congregations : Yet when oncea y able Miniſter is placed in 
that Congregation, then will we ſeriouſly adviſe ſuch a perſon, 
whom in that _—_ us _= —_— to j himſelf to 
that Miniſter,neit ill any of us retain ſuch a perſon any longer. 

Theſe three laſt Propoſitions , — for ſome ſpecial rea · 
ſons thus paſſed , yet becauſe they may ſeem to bear upon the par- 
ries in this agreement concerned, they ill be reduced to a due mo- 
deration in our after Aſſemblies. | 

11. Incaſe complaint be made of any Miniſter in Aſſociation 
with us,we the reſt of the Miniſters complained to engage to hear it 
freely, and impartially; and if any ſuch complaint be brought to the 
Aſſociation againſt any of us in particular, we do all 
to ſubmit our ſelves to the admonition, reproof, cenſure, or advice 
ofour Brethren of that Aſſociation , particular, or al, yet 
not as encouraging frivolous quarrellers between Miniterand peo- 
ple, neither being haſty to receivean accuſation againſt an Elder. 


— 


— 


Excommunication. 


He Cenſure of Excommunication being in it ſelf ſo weighty, 
- and concerning, and that whereinnone can be too over cau- 
tious, andi circumſpect, nor receive too great advice. Therefore 
we judge it very expedient, that conſultation be had with the A. 
ſociation in caſes of this nature, before the Sentence of Excommu- 
nication be declared in any particular Church, or Congregation, 
and accordingly we will not any of us either declare the Sentence 
of Excommunication, or give conſent for any other to declare it in 
our Congregations, or Churches, before advice firſt had from the 
Aſſociation, either the next particular Aſſociation, or when the 
weightineſſe'of the matter requires the aſſiſtance of the 
Aſſociation, unleſſe the cafe be fo calie, and evident, that there 
needs no conſultation. D 2 Yer 


1 
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Let we 11 be duly caſt out of any one 
particular we will look on that perſon , as cait out of all 
Churches, and accordingly will decline fellowſhip with bim, till be 
teſtifie ſerious repentance, and be received into the ( hurches com- 
munion again. 


Ordination. 


"T2 different perſwaſions among Miniſters, and People, about 
the Call, and Ord nation of Miniſters having been ſuch an c- 
caſion of difference among Miniſters themſelves , diſtraction a- 
mong people, diſadvantage to the free courſe of the Goſpel, ob 
fence to the weak, and opportunity to adverſaries, to advance 
their deſtruRive deſignes againſt the reformed Religion, and a- 
greement therein being fo neceſſary, both for uniting ous ſelve 
and people together, joynt carrying on the work of Chriſt, a 
diſappointing the adverſaries of Religion, and Reformation: 
Therefore we hold forth this following accord for the preſent , 
and ſhall endeavour in our Meetings of Aſſociation all further, 
lawful and due agreement, as God herein ſhall guide us. 
I, Seeing that Ordination of Men to the Miniſtry is an inſti- 
tution of Chrift ſo neceſſary, that in an ordinary way, none can 
reach as a Paſtor, or adminiſter the Sacraments without it, and 
auſe Admillion, and Ordination of a Miniſter, is a work that 
cannot have too great care, and caution about: Therefore when 
a Miniſter is to be ordained among us, we agree, that ſuch as ate 
of the Miniſters faithful, and able, be intruſted, and imployed in 
the tryal, and approbation of him, and in the work of Admo- 
nition , which Ordination (the moſt ot us judge) to be that 
act of Miniſters, whereby a fir perſon, firſt duly tried, and ap- 
proved by them, or ſome of them is ſolemaly ſet apart, and 
appointed to the Min ſtery, and ſent into the Lords work by ſuch 
acts, and in ſuch manner, as is peculiar, and p oper for that ſet- 
ting apart, and appointing, and ſending, Namely by ſuch ſuteable 
prayer, with faſting, and laying their hands on him, as is ac- 


cording 


C21] | 
cording to the Goſpel, which on of hands, being 
— ice of the Church of Chriſt from the Apoſtles 
time to this preſent age on Seri Rule, and 
terne, we earneſtly defire, that all of us might unanimouſly, and 
conſtantly practice, when occaſions are offered, we likewiſe for 
due, and more orderly proceeding agree, that when any perſon de · 
ſires to be ordained a Miniſter amongſt us, that he do apply him- 
ſelf to that particular Aſſociation, wherein he is to exerciſe his 
Miniſtery ; and therefore the Moderator of that Aſſociation, aſ- 
ſiſted with ſome of the Brethren , appointed by the A ſſociation to 
joyn with him, ſhall take care that a due tryal be made of the per- 
ſons fitneſs, according to the direction given by the Aſſembſy in 
that caſe ( or at leaſt to the ſubſtance of it ) and ſuch Brethren as 
ſhall be choſen by that Aſſociation after the aforeſaid tryal, and 
alſo approbation of him , ſhall ordain him in manner as is fore- 
expreſſed; and likewiſe in that place, and before that C - 
tion , where the party is to exerciſe his publike Miniſtery , unleſs 
for better conyeniency ſome otherplace adjoyning (and to which 
the people hie ij td tale re ) may come, and be there pre- 
ſent ) ſhall be choſen that fo both Miniſter and people may toge- 
ther be iuſtructed in, and ——, to their _ — = 
we y h the of us j t 0 ination 
hook Ie performed, a0 is h por if ome Bee 
thren among us are not at preſent roughly ſatisſied therein, we 
are willing to keep union with them, if that Ordination among 
them be performed by ordained Miniſters, ſolemnly ſetting a pa t 
a perſon tryed , according to the ſubſtance of the directions of 
Tryal expreſſed, and appointing to the Miniſtery with ſutable 
* prayer, and faſting, and there ſhall be endeavour, (as is former 
provided,) of further Unity in practiſe in this particular in our al- 
ſociate meetings. 
We will alſo ſeriouſly labour a Cloſu e in affeRtion , as well as 
in judgement and practice, and to that end we reſolve to lay aſide 
all names, and terms of difference, forbearing ſo much as may be 
all ſuch things which may occaſion miſtakes, jealouſies, or Aba 
faction, — practiſing whatſoever may encteaſe and conarm 
Brotherly Union. 
Lafily, in reſpect of the Civil State, we will avoid in our Aſſo- 
| D3 ciate 
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eiate meetings, — n things which may diſturb or 
prejudice the quiet thereof, endeavouring , by what lies in our 
ſphear and power, to promote the publike peace and welfare. 
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1, J Believe that there is one only true God, 
the Father; the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
1 believe in Ged the F- which are three diſtin perſons, and each of them 


ther Almighty, God, and all of them that one and the ſame God 
Infinite, unchangeable, Eternal in being, and all 
ion. 
Maler of Heaven and 2. I believe, that this God is thg Fore-ordain- 
Earth, er, Maker, preſerver, and Gere things, 
according to the Counſel of his ow Will. 


3. I believe, that God made man upright after his own Image, 
in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, who by tranſgreſ- 
ling the Law of his Creator, fell from that holy and happy eſtate, 
and brought himſelf, with his whole poſtericy, into an eſtate of (in 
and death. 

4 . I believe, that man thus fallen , not be- 

ing able to deliver himſelf from this eſtate of mi- 

ſery ; God /o loved the world, that be ſent forth 

And in p eſus (brift bis ouly his only bogorten Sow, peſus Chriſt, who took to 
Son eur Lord, which was himſelf our nature, and became man, being con- 
conceived by the Holy Gboſt, ceived by the Holy Ghoſt in the Womb, of the 


born of the Virgin Mary, Virgin Au, of her ſubſtance, and Porn of | 
ſuffered under Pontius Pi- her, who being perfect God, and perfect man 
late, was erwcified, dead and in one perſon , free from ſin, even in his humane 
buried, be deſcended into bell, _ and rr , having fulfilled 
the third day he roſe again nels, gave himſelf | 
fromthe — ** 4 Ranks we For ws 

and the death of the Crols, to reco 


——— 
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God / and bei — 1 
deach. that be — — into hedues 
wards aſcended into heaveo, where he now re- aud fitter ur the right hand 
maineth, ruling in G with God rhe Father 3 
the Farher , an« | i — e theuge he ſhall come to 
ute die gun and the dead. 
ro 3 * in Rig n 2 12 4 pay L 
i lat God the Holy Ghoſt, whopro- 11 57 07 557 
ceedeth flom the Father and the Son, hath fully 7 belicroin the Holy Ghoft. 
revealed the truth, and will of God, contained * 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, for a perfect. perpetual, and only Rule of Faith and obedi- » 
e:.ce, and doth effectually apply to his Elet , by working Faith 
in them the ſaving benefits of that Redemption, purchaſed by the 
Blood of Chriſt, which precious benefits are diſpenced by the ſame 
Spirit in the uſe of thoſe holy Ordinances, which Chriſt bath in- 
ſtituted in his written Word, for the ting and perfeQing 
grace to be carefully obſer ved till his ſecond coming. 
| believe, that this Holy Spirit dwelleth and 
worketh in all that are drawn to believe in Chriſt, 
who being united to him, the Head, maketh up 
one holy Catholike Church, which is his body, The holy Catholic Church 
and members whereof , having fellowſhip with the Communion of Saints. 
the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, by Fairh, The forgiveneſs of ſins, * 
and with one another in love, do receive here on A „ 
earth forgiveneſs of ſin, with the lite of Grace in A LIaxin before — 
— at 521 urrection 4 t Agr _ Reſurreltion of the Bo. 
ies of all men, ſhall for ever enjoy the li Y, and life everlaitins. A- 
lory with God in heaven, 'when the wicked men. 4 1.4 
fral 2 into everlaſting puniſhment in hell. 
I do heartily take this one God, for my only God, and chief 
good, and I rake this Jeſus Chriſt for my only _— and Re- 


deemer, and this Holy G rm 114 
gap my ſelf whollyt | love 
— ere $ 
— 0 il this ee 1. 1 
in the 


And allo I confent, and reſolve th of Chriſt, to 
hold conſtant Communion with the Church of Chriſt in the pub- 


4 2 4. EM C = 


1 7 to ebe n Au Hu. fe. 
„ eme at y* en, 


like Worſhipoſ God, and to fun? the Dikipline «od Go? 
— — own pled, and his peoples | 


good. 

And that I may have the opportunity of enjoyingof des pri- 
viledges for the advancement of mine obedience , I reſolve , and 
— —— r-fighe exer- 

-Chriſtians 


to the Rules of the Word in 
no advice and admonition of 


':* Conftntinms omnes nos infra Scripts. 


| Believe that there is one only true God, the Father , the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt , which are three diſtin& perſons, each of 
them God, and all of them that one and the ſame God; Infinite, 
Eternal, Unchangeable in being and all perfections. 
I believe, Mark, 9. 24. And ftraightway the Father of the child 
cred ont, and ſaid with tears, Lord, I believe, cc. 
That there is one only true God, Deut. 6. 4. Hear, O Iſrael, the 
Lord our God is one Lord; 1/a. 44.6. 1 Cor. 8. 4. There is none 1. 44. 6 
other God but one; and ver. G. to us there is but one God, 1 Tim. * © *- 


The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, which are three di- Heb. 1. 3 
ſtinct perſons, Marth. 28. 19 Go ye therefore and teach all Nati- John 14. 26. 
ons, baptizang them in the name of the Father, & of the Son, and of 2 with 
the Holy Ghoſt 2 Cor, 13.14. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chr |, * 
and the love of God, and the C ommunion of the Holy Ghoſt be 
wich you all. 

Each of them God, 1 Cer. 8. 4. There is none other God but 8 
But Peter ſaid ; Ananias, why bath Satan filled thy heart to lye A 
tothe Holy Ghoſt, &c. Thou haſt not lyed unto men, but unto 


God. 
And all of them that one and the ame God, 1 Pe . 7. For 
there are th / ee that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt , and theſe threeare one. 
Infinite, 2 Chron. 6. 18. But will God in very deed dwell with 
men upon the earth ? Behold heaven, and the heaven of heavem 7 Ar. 


Pa. 45-3. with . 


cannot contain thee. F 1 
Eternal. Dt 33. 27. The Eternal God is thy refuge, Ya 90. 12.1397 8:9. 
2 Fromeverlaſting to everlaſting thou art God. 
ble, Aal. 3-6. lam the Lord, I change not, 7. 1. 
v.17. Wi bie there 9 00 v9 iabjenes, neither ſha of Exod, 3. 14. 


[26T e 
Ex14.38.56,7- In being and all perfeRions, Gen. 17, 1, I am the Alwightyß 
Con. 16 God, Rem, 9. 5. Who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. * 
- 27,wiih29.'t I believe that God is the Fore-ordainer, Maker, and 
＋ d So vernour of all things, according to the counſel of bis Sn will; 
J 7. 23, I believe that God is the Fore-ordainer, Prov. 19, 21. Thece 
Acts . 2 are many devices in a mans heart; nevertheleſs , the Counſel of 
14,46 io. the Lord, that ſhall fand, As 17. 26. And hath made of one 
Eph. 1. it. blood all Nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth. 
and hach determined the times befo: e appointed, and the by 
of their habitation. 
Maker, Ges. 1. 1. In the beginning God created the heavers- 
and the earth, Ad. 17. 24. God that made the world, and all 
things therein, &c. 
Preſerver, Neb. 9,6. Thou, even thou art Lord alone; thou 
H. b. 1. 3. haſt made hea ven, the beaven of heavens, with all their Hoſt , the 
earth. and all things that are therein. and thou preſerveſt them 
all, Co/. 1. 17. By him all things conſiſt. 
And Governour of all things, /. 103. 15, His Kingdome1u- 
D. 4.34, 35+ leth over all. 
Mw, 16.24.36 According to the counſel of hisown will, Eb. 1. 11. 
A8s 17. 18 In whom alſo we have obtained an inheritance , being predeſti · 
Johu g. 17. nated according to the purpoſe of him who worketh all things 
aſter the counſel of his own will. a . 
believe that God made man upright, after his own Image , in 
knowledpe, righteouſneſſ and holineſſe, who — ing tde 
Law of his Creator fell from that holy and happy eſtate, and 


— h.mſelf with his whole poſterity into a ſtate of fin+ 
and 


th. | | 

Gen. 1.27. I belceve that God made man upright, Eceleſ. 7. 29. God 
hath, made man upright : But they have ſought out many in- 

ventions, | ' 


After his own image, in knowledge, righteouſneſſe and holi - 
E h. 4. 24. neſſe, Colle/.3. 10. and have put onthe new man, which is re- 
en. 3-6;7+ - newed in knowledge, after the image of him that created him. 
a 9 ho by eranſgreſling the Law of his Creator, fell from that 
2 | / hwy ona 7. 9. God hath made man upright: - 
© 


W 
with Rom. 3.9 hely, and 4 
19,11,12,23. But they have ſought out many inventions. 


8 elf with his whole poſterity into a ſtate o 
= ; , inne and path, Am. 5:12. fin entred into the world, and death 


by: 


— 8 1 


2 nod &@ death pf 5. al, For than ov 
(a 

1 beleeve chat man chus killen not bling able le to dier h 
ſeif from this ſtate of miſery, God ſo lovedche-world, that be Laue 
forth his onely begott en Sonne Jeſus ( hriſt who toak to himſelt 
our nature, and became man, being cor ceived 23223 
in the womb of the Virgin May made of ber ſabſſance, and 
born of her, who being perfect God and perſect man ia one per- 
ſon, free from linne even in bis humane nature und life, having fal- 
filled all righteouſneſſe, gave himſelf a ſacrifice ſor out ſins, and a 
ranſome for us, by ſuffering the wrath of God. and the deaiʒ of the 
Crolle, to reconcile us to God, * pap yet ſo triumphed 
over death, that he roſe again the third day, andaftermards al- 
cended up into heaven, where be remaineth ruling in equal power, 
—— the Farber, and making interce ſiion for us,w whence 
he ſhall come again at the appointed _ judge che world in 


righteouſaeſſe. 
— — — able to deliver him 
ſelf from thus ſtate of miſery, Ram when we were yet 


without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 44 ied for the ungodly, Raw 8. 3 
3. ſor what the Law could not do in that it was weak through the 
fleſh, God ſending his own Sonne in the nnen 
and for (in condemaed lin in the fleſh. 
Dod ſo loved the world that he ſent forth his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, Jon 3. 16. God fo loved the world, ve Gal. 32 * 
his onc ly begotten Son: rr 
not periſh, but have 

Who took — 2. 14. foras much then 
as the children are partakers of geh and blood, allo himſelf 
likewiſe took part of the ſame , that through death he might de- 
2 1 Tim. 2. 5. there is one God, ani one Me- 


roy, &c. 
dedigtour-between God and men the man Chriſt 
dhe —— 


Being conceived by the holy Ghoſt inthe 
May, Mash 1. 18, 20, 21. Now the birth. of Rs La P 
Cheforether — By found with Med uae | 

came to was 1 Frys 
— halt which is conceived in rg 
Che ef ling ts lin Ga 
Ma 
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lade of her ſubſtance, Rew. 1. 3. Concerning his Sonne e 


Chriſt our Lord, who was made of the ſeed of David 
the fleſh, Gal. 4.4. In the fulneſſe of time God ſent his Son 
Luke 3,7, made of a woman, and borne of her, Matth. 1 +5, — the 
brought forth her firſt-borne Sonne, and be called his name 


ch. 5 ; 
J Who — perfect God and pe ſect man in one perſon. March. 
John 1.14. 1. 23. Beheld, a Virgin (hall be wich child, and ſhall bring forch 
Rm. 9. 5- a Sonne, and they ſhallcall his name Ee? which being in- 
Tim. 3-16 terpreted, is God with us. 
Heb, 7.26 Free from (in even in his humane nature and life, 2 Cer 5. 2, 
1 Per. 2.32 for he bath made him to be ſin for us, who knew no ſin, that we 
John 3. gc. Heb. 4. 15. he was without fin. ; 
Having fultilled all righteouſneſſe, Matth. 3. 1 5. with-5, 17. 
Jeſus ſaid unto bim ſuffer it to be ſo now : for thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteouſneſſe. | 
Gave himſelf a ſacrifice for our fins, and a ranſome for ny, Eph, 
* 9.4 8. 2. And walkin love as ( hriſt alſo hath loved us and hath given 
Miz 20.28 himſelf ſor us, an offering and a ſacriſiee to God for a feet ſmek 
x Tims 2.6. ling ſavour. 
1 Per. 3.18 By ſuffering the wrath of God, and the death of the Croſſe, 
Mat. 26.38 » Pet. 2. 21, 24 Chriſt hath ſuffered for us. &c. who hrs 
2 27-6 con ſelf bare our ſins in his own body on the tree, &c. 
Phil. x. of To reconcile us to God, 2 Co". 5.18, 19, 21 All things are of 
Nom. 3. 24, 21, God who hath reconciled us unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt , and 
26, with 5. 9 hath given unto us the miniſtry of reconciliation, to wit, that God 
Hed. 2.17 win Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 
i Fer. 3. 18  theirtreſpaſſes unto them, &c. > ol 
AQs 2. 23,24 And being buried yet ſo triumphed over death, that he roſe a. 
1 +15 gain the third day.. an 
* And that he was buried, and that he roſe again the third day 
Lake 24. 31 According to the Scriptures; And afterwards aſcended up into 
As 1. 9. 11 beaven, Mark, 16. 19. after the Lord had ſpoken unto them he 
was received up into heaven, &c. | 
Rom, B. 34 Where be remaineth, Ad. 3. 11. whom. the heavens 'maſt re- 
= ceive until the time of the —— of — * 44 
3.1 Kouling in equal power and glory with the Father, Ephe/. 1. 20, 
21.24. Wich x wrought in Chi when he raiſed al Gon the 


dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the ann 
| | cy 


. [29 * 

above all principalities, and 2 might, and dominion und 
every name that is named, not only in this but al ſo in that 
which is to come: and hath put all things under his feer, and gave 
him to be the bead over all things to the Church; 1 

And making interceſſion for us, R 8; 24. who is even dt Heb. 7. 5 
the right hand of God, who maketh interce(ſion for us. 

U be ſhall come again, A +. 11. this ſame Jeſus which 
is taken up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as 
ye have — bim ”— A 4 

At the appoin y to j world in righteouſneſs, Pha 2 Thel. 1.7, 

5. 22, 27. for the Father judgeth no man 52 9, 10. TA 
all jodgment unto the Sonne — And bath given him authority d 10. 48- 
to execuce judgment, &c. wich 47.34 

| beleeve that God the holy Ghoſt who proceederh from the G41, 6. 
Father and the donne, 7obn 15. 26, Hut when the Comforter is * 
come, whom 1 will ſend unto you from the Father, even the Spi- 
rit of truth. which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall, &c. Lake24 27 44 
Hath fully revealed the 4ruth and will of God conteiged in the Rom-3. 24 Ul 
Scriptures of the Oid and New Teſtament, Late 1, 70, as be J. 4. 
ſpake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, which have been ſince * #0 15 
the world began : . * 

To be a perfect perpetual, and onely rule of ſaith and obedi- 10%. 
ence, Pſal. 19. 7. The Law of the Lord is perſect, .. 8. 20 to E 3. 20: 
the Law and to the Teſtimony, Late 16. 29. I hey have A. Devt. 9. 2. 
and the Prophets, let them hear them. — I my 

And dath effectually apply to his elect, by working faith in . 
the ſaving benefits of that redemption pu by the blood of Jobn 6. 37,9, / 
0 3 1.3.7, 0. 2 8 1285 z 

- Which precious benefits are diſpenced by the fame Spirit, 1Cor. 3.5 213. 
6. 11, But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſandtified, bur — juſtified — Hp 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. e 


9.7.2, 


In the uſe of thoſe holy Ordinances, oh 5. 39. Search the 3. 15. 59. 27. 


1 The. 4. 14% 
15,16, 


Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they e A 2 5. 21. 
they which teſtifie of me. | 4 } — 11. 
Which Chriſt hach inſtituted in bis titten Word, E 4. 11. Mark v. wy 


12, And be gave ſome Apdftles 5 and ſutue Prophets, and ſome Rey 


* bs 7; 11. 


Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors , the perfect 18.79, 20. 
of che Saints for the work of the ediffing ofthe Cr " 15. AZ 
body of Chriſt. 31 ow 5 


For 


; C403 Vs 
John 6.44. 45. For the begetting, Rom. 10, 14, 14, 17. how then ſhall thiy 
AQs 13. 37. call on him id whom they have not believed ? and how | 
" 18, ** © þelievein dim of v hom they bave nat bear? and bow ſhall they 
1 Pet. 1.1325, hear without a Preacher ? And how ' ſhall they preach 
they be ſent? as it is written, how beautifull at e the feer oſthem 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad rydings of good 
things ? So then, Faith comes by heating; and dew 
Word of God. y | A 
| And encrealing grace, 2 Pet. 2. 2. 'Asnew:bort-babes 
Jays 3.3% „ deſire the ſincere milk of the Word, that you may grow 
20, As 2, 41, thereby. * 
4 AG $5  Carehilly to begbſerved, Jj 2.3. Come ye, and let w 
16,17. with ii go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of 
16. 7c, andhewillteach us his wayes , and we will walk in his 
Ads 13.14.15 Paths | | _ | 
16, 42, 43,44. Heb. 10. 24,25. And let us conſider one another toprovoke., 
1 Thel. 5.29. unto love, and to good works: Not forſaking the aſſembling of 
1 John 4.6- our ſelves together as the manner of ſome is: but exhorting one 


another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the day approach. 


ing. 
Till his ſecond coming, 1 Cer. 11. 26. for as often ay ye eat 


Muth. 28. 2", this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lords death till 
Eph. 4. 121 f. he come. : 4 
pb. +. ., I beleeve that theholy Spirit dwelleth , Jobs 14. 17. even the 
1 Cor. 3. 16. Spirit of truth , whom the world cannot receive, becauſe ir feerh 
2 Tim. 1,44. him not neither knoweth him: Bur ye know him, for he dwel- 

leth with you, and ſhall be in you, and worketh , Foh. 16. 14, 

Rom. 8B. 14. he will guide you into all truth. | 
„ In all that are draw to beleeve in Chriſt, Epbeſ. 3 16, 17. 
fe That he would grant you according to the riches of his glory, to 
with 4. 15316. be ſtrengt with might by his Spirit in the Inner- man, that 
| Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by Faith, &c. Who-being united 
Epb. 3. 23, 30. co him tlitir Head, ah. 17. 21,22,23. that they all may be 

| as thou Father att in me, and] in thee , that they-alſs may b 
aan one in us, &t. that they may be one, en as we ate 

2.19786. & 3 one, I in them; and them in me , det they na be ede perſet 
15. b 42 ; in one, G 4 . 2 
14% 5.23 NMabeup one Catholic Church, whichi is his body, 1 Cor,15; 

- 12, 13, 14. 27. For as the body is 0ne and eee 


15 | 
cal ul berg ofa one boy bi many ave ont ; 
ng s i nA —— 
or by one we are & one body, 

we be Jews or es, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit; for the body is not one 
member, but many. Now ye are the body of Chriſt, and mem- 

— The members whereof having fellowſhip with, Cos r. 9 
the Father, the Son and the holy d pirit by faith, » N 1.3-Our fel- : Cor. 13.14. 


lowſhip is with the Father and wi hi his Sonne Jeſus ( hriſt. Phil, 2. 2 
with one another in love, 1 ebe 1. 7.But if we walk in the | C by * 


light, as he is in the light. we have fellowſhip one with another. In 17 201 
Do receive here on earth ſorgiveneſſe of (irs, Epheſ. 1,7. In — 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgive - 4. 4, 
neſs of ſins, according to the riches of his grace. A158. 47:44, 
With the life of grace in Chriſt, Se 36.26,27.A new heart? Ces. 25 
will I give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you, and I will 6, 7. 
take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an 6.1. 6-2. 
heart of fleſh, and | will put my Spirit within you and cauſe you to Eph.q.2, 3:49 
walkin wy Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgements, and do jj." 4 


them. As 10.4.3cd 

Gal. 2. 19, 20. For I through the Law am dead to the Law, that 26. 16. 

I might live unto God; | am crucified with Chriſt , nevertheleſs I C d. 1.44. 
live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, and chelife which I now live Km. l. 1335 
inthe fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God wholovedine, Bl. f. 
and gave himſelf for me, | þ — . 

And at the laſt Reſu rection ot dead mens bodies, A. 24 15. 1 Cor. 1.6, 
there ſhall bea Reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt, and of 52.1 Thel. 4. 
the unjuſt. * 17. 

Shall for ever enjoy the life of glory with God in heaven, Mat. —— 
5. $. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, Mar. Rom. C. 8. . 
25. 46. Hut the righteous into Life Eternal. 1 Tim. 2. 71. 

When the wicked ſhall go into everlaſting 'puniſhment in bell, Tbef. 4. 12. 
I. 17 The wickal ſhall be turned into hell, and all che people I ag 32%" 

at forget God. 2 Thel. x. 

I do heartily rake, I/. 44. 5. One ſhall ſay, Iam et en her p6.82 
another ſhall call himſelf by the name of Jacob, and another ſhall bK 9. 24. 
ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the ect. 3-2 
name of Iſracl, John 1. 12. But as many as received him, to them > ag. 
gave he power to become the fans of God. 


#.,F! 


This 
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a 1 32 a 8 
Exod. 20. 2,3 This one God for my only 22 26. 17. Thou haſt 
Joſh.24. 11,22» youched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk in his 
2 4. Pla.48-14- ayes, and to keep his Statutes, &c. +1" M8 
— K chief good, P/al. 73. 25, 26 Whom have I in heaven but 
ee thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides tbe:. 
Jeb+9.25,x6, And this Jeſus Chriſt for my only Saviour and Redeemer ,' Act. 
27, Lake 1.47 4. 1 2. Neither is there Salvation in any other, for there is none o- 
Joba * — = name under heaven given among men whereby we muſt be ſa- 
om. . ve 
_ And this Holy Ghoſt for my Sanctifier, 1 Per. 1, 22. Seeing ye 
* have purified your ſelves; in obeying the truth through the Spirit, 
: &c. Pſal. 51.11. Take not thy holy Spirit from me. | 
Dtut. 16. 17, By his grace giving up my ſelf wholty to this one God, 2 Cor.8.5. 
II. 44. . PFirſt, they gave their own ſelves to the Lord. 
— * To love and obey him ſincerely and faithfully , A/arth. 22. 37. 
e  Thouſhaltlovethe Lord thy Cod with all thy heart, aod with all 
Acts 11. 23. a 'y y 
John 24. 15.16 thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. 
19,21, 22423, According to all his Lawes contained in the holy Scriptures, P/a. 
2 4. 119. 6, Then ſhall I not be confounded, when 1 have reſpect unto 
8 all thy Commandments. 
Deut. 4.2. with And all this unto the death, P/a/. 119. 112, 117. ! have inclined 
5.3+.& 12.32. my heart to perform thy Statutes alway, even unto the end. 
Rev. 22.15... ] will have reſpect unto thy Statutes continually. 
= % Alſo I conſent and reſolve in the ſtrength oi Chriſt, ou 24-15, 
pr _ 75 1 and my houſhold will ſerve the Lord. | 
Revet. 2. 10 To hold conſtant Communion with the Church of © hriſt in the 
Pſ1,119.406, publics Worſhip of Cod, Per. 50. 5. They ſhall ak the way to 


445 Zion with their faces thitherward, ſaying, Come and let us joyn 
—— mn our ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant that ſhall not 


Act. 2. 42, 4, forgotten N 
+ 43, And to ſubmit to the Government and Diſcipline which Chriſt 


46, 

Heb. 10. 23, 5 hath ordained : If thy Brother ſhall creſpaſs againſt thee , go and 

_ 2. * tell him his fault between thee and him alone, if he ſhall hear thee 

chap. — , thou haſt gained thy Brothe-, but if he will not hear thee, then 

» Thel. 3. &, 11 take with thee one or two more, that, &c and if he ſhall neglect 

12414. to hearken, then tell it unto the Church; but if he ſhall neglect to 

Col. 2. 1. hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a Heathen man, and « 

1 ror: 112 1 Publicane. 

32,33-34 37, For his own glory and his peoples good) 2 Cor- 10. 8. For 
40. = ; . though 
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[33] 
though 1 ſhould boaſt more of our Authority which the Lord hattr 
given us for edification, and not for deſtruction; and Chap, 13. 
10. The power which the Lord bath given me to ediſicatiom and 
not to deſtruction. | 

And that 1 may ha ve the opportunity of the enjoyment of theſe 
priviledges for the advancement of mine obedience , I reſolve and 
and promiſe, — 44. 5. One ſhall ſay I am the ! ord, and ano- 
ther ſhall call himſelf by the name of 7aceb, and another ſhall ſub. 
ſcribe with his hands unto the Lord, &c. 2 Cor. 8.5. And this they 
did; firſt ga ve themſelves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of 
God, 2 Cor. g. 13. They — Cod, for your profeſſed ſubjecti- 
on tothe Goſpel of Chrilt. 

To ſubmit to the Miniſterial Guidance andover-ſight, exerciſed 
according to the rule of the Word in this Congregation, A#: 1 4. 
22. And when they had ordained them Elders in every Church, 
A: 10. 28. Take beed therefore unto your ſelves , and to all the 
Flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over-ſeers, 
to feed the Church of Cod, Hb. 13 17. Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves to ſuch , for they watch for 
your ſouls, as they that muſt give an account that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you. 

And to the B otherly advice and admonition of Fellow-Chrifti- 
ans here, Rom. 15. 14. I am pe ſwaded that you are filled with all 
knowledge, able alſo to admoniſh one another, Col. 3. 16. Let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, in all wiſdome , teaching and 
admoniſhing one another, e 20. Ye beloved, building up your 
ſelves in your moſt holy Faith,----keep your ſelves inthe love of 
God, and of ſome have compaſſion , making a difference; others 
ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire, 1 The/. 5. 11. Com- 

fort your ſelves together, and edifie one another, Heb. 3. 16. Ex- 
hort one another daily, Heb. 10. 24. Let us conſider one another, 
to provoke to love, and to good works. 
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122 AIR EEM ENT OF THE MAJOR. eA LDERMEN, 
and Inhalitants of the Tonne of Teaby. 


STS 22-034 EE the Major, Aldermen, and inhabitants of the Towne of Truly, doe hereby humbly De- 
V clare, that we will be alwaies obedient to the Kings Majeſties Royall Commands, and will 
% ſerxe him wich our Lives and Fortunes, and aſsiſt Him againſt all Rebells and Rebellions 

\ g whatſoever, and will ſubmit to His Majeſties authority now placed in the Right Honourable 
e Richard Earle of Carbery, Lord Lieutenant Generall of the Counties of Pembrock, Carmarthen, 
and Cardigan, the Town and County of Hzverfordweſt, and the Townes of Pembrocke and Ten- 
by, And withall will heartily Contribute to His Majeſties ſervice to the beſt of our abilities; And we doe farther 
declare and ingage our (elves upon the Faith of Loyall Subjects, that we will not receive into our Townes any 
Garri/on, Force, or Perſon whatlocver (ent or to be ſent thither from any ho now are or hereafter ſhall be in 
Rebellion againſt His Majeſty,underthe name of the forces of King and Parlizmentzbur will dutifully receive 
and imbrace all ſuch armed Forces and Garriſons as our laid Lord Lieutenant Generall ſhall chither ſend or 
Command forthe ſafe guarding of the laid Towne for the ule and ſervice of His ſacred Majeſty. For aſſurance 


whereof we have hereunto fixed our Common Seale, and ſubſcribed our names this thirtieth day of Auguſt. 


1643. 


Thoma Wyatt Major. Thomas Stephens. 
David Hammond, William Record, 
Fran. Long. Iohn Stone. 

Rice Prick ard. Iobn Poyer. 

John Nogers. Mich. Sutton. 
Robert © Browne. Tohn Henton. 
Richard Jewell Silranus Griffth. 
Walter Sherburne John Hammond. 
Divid Palmer. Richard Williams. 
Thomas Barret. Nicholas Horſam. 
Rice Barrowe. John Thomas. 
Richard Wyatt. Phillip Davis. 
Griffeth Gibbon, T ice Gitto. 

Tohn Barrow. Bariho. King. 
Tobn Sounder. 

Henry Gibbs. 

Lewi Biſhop. 

David Stowell. 
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